Transportation

Meeting Takes
AWrong Turn

‘Residents want to hear gridlock
solutions, not long-range plans

BY MIKE GROGAN
REPORTER CORRESPONDENT . -
POINCIANA | Residents who attended
_Tuesday evening’s transportation meeting
led by state Sen. Paula Dockery came to hear
about solutlons to Poinciana’s gndlocked
road system.

Instead, state Department of Transporta- -

tion officials talked about long-range plans

for future highway projects that would have

little effect on Poinciana’s problems.

The problem, said Brandon Arrmgton

- chairman of the Osceola County Commis-

sion, who was in the audience, is that the

state was never involved in the Poinciana
Parkway project. And the re-
cession has put a roadblock
. in front of thatroad.

Dockery, a Lakeland Re-

pubhcan whose district in-
cludes Poinciana, brought
several officials from the
Florida Department of Trans-
portation and a Lynx execu-
DOCKERY tive to the meeting that was
organized by a residents’
group, Poinciana Residents
For Smart Change, and held at Palmetto El-
ementary School on the Polk County side of
the community that has more than 80,000
residents.

"1, which includes Polk County, and District
5 which Osceola Ceunty is a part of, were
on the dais with Dockery. ‘ :

But it soon became clear that Chnstopher
Piazza, aproject development engineer from
District 1 who gave a long update on plans
for Central Polk Parkway, was not address-

* ing the issues the more than 50 re51dents at

. the meeting wantedtohear. .

The same held true when Mary Schoelzel
and Steve Olson of District 5 talked about
highway projects on the drawing board for
future design and construction within Os-
ceola County but which would have little or
no impact on Poinciana.

What those in the audience wanted to hear
about, Poinciana resident Christopher John
toldthe panelwhen it came time for questlons,

was what is going tobe done to provide more ‘

roadways in and out of the commumty

Because Pommana is spread over two
: rei transpaﬁa-.x
n District

ting federal grant money

Dockery
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“There are 80,000 resi-
dents here who need another
way out,” he said, getting a
round of applause from his
fellow residents. .

John said the communiiy

that was started in the
1970s has outgrown its in-
frastructure. And while

some of the projects cited

by the DOT officials are

impressive, he said, many
of them are 20 and 30 years

in the future.
Poinciana needs immedi-
ate help, he said.

Resident, Annette Brown,

who was one of the orga-
nizers of a citizens’ group
that fought to get a hospital
constructed in Poinciana,

reminded the speakers that
it was poor highway access
. in’'and out of the commu-

nity that persuaded state
officials to approve licens-

~ ing the medical center over

strong objections from ri-

. val hospitals in Haines City

and St. Cloud.

She said a solution also

has to be found for the high
number of serious traffic

accidents on Poinciana’s

crowded roads.
““People are dying,” she
said.

Schoelzel said DOT has
no plans to finish the Poin-

ciana Parkway. The road
long planned hy Avatar,

Poinciana’s primary devel-
oper, would extend Mari--

gold Avenue nine miles to

connect with U.S. 17-92 at
Ronald Reagan Boulevard. -
That would provide a extra.

road in and out.of the '

community. .

The Poinciana Parkway '

project never involved the
state, Arrington said. -

He said the parkway plan
* was a public/private proj-

ect between Avatar and the
two counties. But with the
collapse of the economy

money to complete the road

dried up.

' Avatar Vice President
Tony Iorio said after the
meeting that his company
has spent $47 million on

buying right of way — but
that $140 million more is
needed to complete it.

There were hopes of get--

‘ .completmg the addmonal

the parkway — much of it

high speed rail?” lorio
asked. “Gov. (Rick) Scott
tossed it aside” =
Dockery told the crowd
that to get the state in-
volved in the Poinciana
Parkway project is going to
mean community officials
have to work with the two

- DOT districts to getit TeC-

ognizedasa priority.
But, she said, it might be
an uphlll battle because

- Poinciana is primarily a

residential community.

- “Usually, new roads come
when they are pushed by
commercial development,
not re‘sidential develop-
ment,” she said. “Person-
ally, 1 think that s
backwards.”

She then promised her
office would do whatever it
could to help in getting
DOT to see the need for




